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The addition of antibiotics to 

standard incision and drainage is 

controversial, with earlier studies 

demonstrating no significant benefit. 

However, 2 large, multicenter trials 

have recently been published that 

have challenged the previous 

literature. The goal of this review was 

to determine whether systemic 

antibiotics for abscesses after incision 

and drainage improve cure rates. 







The use of systemic antibiotics 

for skin and soft tissue abscesses 

after incision and drainage resulted in 

an increased rate of clinical cure. 

Providers should consider the use of 

antibiotics while balancing the risk of 

adverse events. [Ann Emerg Med. 

2018;-:1-9.] 
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