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BACKGROUND 

• Patients with infective endocarditis on the left side of  the heart are typically 

treated with intravenous antibiotic agents for up to 6 weeks. Whether a shift 

from intravenous to oral antibiotics once the patient is in stable condition 

would result in efficacy and safety similar to those with continued 

intravenous treatment is unknown. 

 



Methods 

• The Partial Oral Treatment of  Endocarditis (POET) trial was a nationwide 

investigator-initiated, multicenter, randomized, unblinded, noninferiority trial 

performed at cardiac centers in Denmark. 

• From July 15, 2011, to August 30, 2017, a total of  1954 patients who were 

referred to a cardiac center because of  suspected endocarditis were screened 

for inclusion; 400 patients (20%) with endocarditis on the left side of  the 

heart who fulfilled the modified Duke criteria for definite endocarditis were 

enrolled 



 



 



 



 



CONCLUSION: 

• In patients with endocarditis on the left side of  the heart who were in stable 

condition, changing to oral antibiotic treatment was non inferior to 

continued intravenous antibiotic treatment. 


